| would like to know where the train wreck displayed in this picture occurred and when. | believe it was
somewhere in Central New York—Herkimer or Oneida County—because it is likely that one of my ancestors
took the photos and that’s where they were living at the time. Below is an analysis of the photos written by
ChatGPT in January 2025. Click on the photo to see additional pictures. If anyone knows anything about this
wreck, please Contact Me.



https://thesoukups.com/genealogy/suggest.php
https://thesoukups.com/genealogy/browsemedia.php?mediasearch=trainwreck&mediatypeID=photos&tree=Loomis&tnggallery=0

Summary of the Train Wreck Photographs Analysis

Based on a thorough examination of all three photographs, the train wreck likely occurred between 1917 and
1925 in Oneida or Herkimer County, New York. This conclusion is supported by automobile features, men’s

clothing styles, railcar markings, historical railroad operations in central New York, and seasonal indicators

from the images.

Key Observations & Analysis

1. Railcars & Markings

Observation

Analysis & Significance

Tanker Car Markings: "Gulf
Refining"

Confirms involvement of Gulf Refining Company, a major petroleum
transporter in the early 20th century. Gulf Refining, a subsidiary of Gulf Qil,
was founded in 1901 and transported gasoline, crude oil, and kerosene by rail
throughout the Northeast and Midwest.

Boxcar Markings: "K-2
Coupler Miner No. 2"

"Miner No. 2" refers to a coupler system manufactured by W.H. Miner
Company, widely used in railcars between 1900 and 1930. The coupler design
ensures that this boxcar was built before the mid-1930s.

Boxcar Markings: "Valve 5x7
Draft Gear Beams"

Indicates an early draft gear system that absorbed shock between railcars,
common in pre-1930 wooden boxcars before steel designs became dominant.

Boxcar Markings: "Triple
Shank Friction Brake"

Describes an early braking system used before the widespread adoption of
modern air brakes in the 1930s.

Railroad Logo Ending in "&
W.Il

This is likely from the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad (DL&W),
which operated freight trains through central New York, including Utica.
DL&W was a key player in oil, coal, and industrial freight transport.

New Photo Confirms
"Pennsylvania Railroad"
(PRR) Gondola Car (160 077)

The presence of a PRR gondola car suggests the train was either on PRR
tracks or an interchange route between PRR, DL&W, or New York Central
Railroad (NYC). PRR had connections to NYC and DL&W in Utica, Rome, and
Oneida.

Men Collecting Liquid from
the Tanker

Indicates a spill of petroleum products, most likely gasoline or crude oil,
rather than non-hazardous cargo like linseed oil. Gulf Refining exclusively
transported oil-based fuels at this time.




2. The Automobile in the Image

Observation Analysis & Significance

High-riding, open-top vehicle with large |Matches 1915-1925 automobiles, confirming the wreck occurred
spoked wheels within this timeframe.

Suggests a Model T Ford, Chevrolet 490, or Dodge Touring Car

Boxy shape with no enclosed cab
(1917-1925).

Common feature in pre-1925 vehicles, before balloon tires

Narrow tires with spoked wheels
became standard.

Further supports a date range of 1917-1925 rather than earlier
years.

Car appears relatively new

3. The Clothing of the Men in the Photos

Observation Analysis & Significance

Flat caps (newsboy-style A staple of working-class attire from the 1890s-1930s, frequently worn by
caps) railroad workers.

Indicates the presence of railroad officials or supervisors, as these were
common among businessmen and authority figures in the early 1900s.

Fedoras and Bowler Hats

Suspenders (braces) over A standard style for railroad laborers before belts became popular in the late
long-sleeved shirts 1920s.
Work overalls & jackets Suggests that some men were railroad employees or emergency responders.

No modern belts, zippers, or

Confirms a pre-1930 time period.
synthetic fabrics P P

4. Probable Time of Year

Observation Analysis & Significance

Suggests the wreck occurred outside of winter, likely between late spring

No snow on the ground
and early fall.

Men wearing long sleeves, but |[Indicates a cool but not cold temperature, ruling out mid-summer and
not heavy coats deep winter. Likely spring or fall.




Observation Analysis & Significance

have leaves bare.

Trees in the background still This suggests it is not late autumn or early spring when trees are usually

Workers appear comfortable in ||If it were summer, more men would likely be in short sleeves. If it were
their attire winter, heavy coats and gloves would be expected.

Overall best estimate:

The clothing and foliage suggest the wreck happened in late spring (April-
June) or early fall (September—October).

5. Possible Location: Central New York (Oneida or Herkimer County)

Observation

Analysis & Significance

Suspected Photographer Had Ties to
Oneida & Herkimer Counties

Strongly suggests the wreck occurred in Oneida, Rome, Utica, llion,
Herkimer, or nearby towns.

Presence of PRR, DL&W, and NYC
Equipment

Means the wreck likely occurred on or near an interchange
between these railroads, such as those in Utica, Rome, or Oneida.

Rolling Hills & Rural Background

Matches the landscape of central New York, particularly the
Mohawk Valley region.

Petroleum Spill Cleanup Effort

Suggests an industrial shipping route, likely along a major freight
corridor such as the NYC mainline or a DL&W spur.

Estimated Date of the Wreck: 1917-1925

This date range is based on:

Automobile design - 1917-1925 models match the vehicle in the image.

Men’s clothing styles - Early 20th-century railroad work attire, consistent with 1910s-1920s.

Boxcar braking and coupler technology - Used in 1900—-1930 railroad freight cars.

Gulf Refining Company history - Peak petroleum shipments occurred in this period.

Railroad operations in central New York -> DL&W, PRR, and NYC railroads were major freight carriers in

this timeframe.

Seasonal indicators - The lack of snow, presence of foliage, and clothing choices suggest spring or early

fall.






